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Washington, June 24— President Johnson’s cheice of
master spy emieritus Allen Dulles to evaluate the prim
racial situation in Mississippi has, as might have Leen X '
Jpected, been construed as & snub of Bobby Kennedy's
prerogatives as head of the Justice Department.

The fact is that, in this instance, Johnson acted in aceaidance
with the Attorney General's own recommendation. There was hsoe
i lutely no devious design aimed at undercutting Kennedy's resyonsi
Lilities as chief law enforcement
officer, . N

It had heen apparent for some
time that an explosive situation
was about to develop in Mississip-
pi, due primarily to the plans of
cvolunteer civil rights workers
sirom out of the state for a sum-
mer “educational” and voter reg-
isiralion drive. The mysterious
sappearance of three of these
young workers earlier this week
simpiyv made a federal move im-
perative, and the President re-
sponded by dispateching Dulles to
Jackson, Miss,, today,

The possibility, if not proba-
‘bility, of ugly incidents had been
s apprecinted by Mississippi Gov.
"Puul D. Johnson even before the
cvase of the iaissing workers
X heike. . .

S, Johnson  suggested  to
iington that the Adminis-
tion consider sending down a
neitral, humpartial representative
to confer with him on law en-

The "Let Us Rec.o o

Kennedy’s mere presence iz Mis
ist passions not still them. . ) .

Incidentally, LBJ's "decision fo use Dulivs is cieal of the
President’s “let us reason together” approach 1o any ceisis, ¢+ smestic
or foreigm, . .

He hopes that the suave Dulles crd Gov. Jahrson ean ‘reason
together” and come up with = joint izcerulrisie approac w:m;h
will insure civil rights demonstrators their Io;ai rights, Bt leave
théra at the merey of local “redneck’ ypiolitical suerifls and co fata‘bles.

This is not going to be an easy job. Dulles will probal 'y have

ool would stir zegre sation-
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furcement problems, It was ree- Gov. Pavl D. Jehnson to rhake g series of trips into Mississippi, But th? Admini tration
fownized that improvements were He saw trouble coming congsiders restoration of communications a “saust.”
at, tor local and county offi- Otherwise, the prospect is for a lorg, hot and violent » ammer.
often were a law unto themselves, " As the Administration sees it, there {s no way to keep the b indreds

_There was no quicl; pick-up of the Mississippi Governor's propo- of volunteer civil rights workers from descending c¢n Missic ippi in
sal. Kennedy then decided to move on his own. He suggested to the aceordance with their long-hardened plan.
- White Tlouse that Gov, Johnson's idea had merit. He personally rec-

-ommended that Dulles, the 71-year-old former CIA chief with whom - He Can'f Discourage Rights ‘Markers -
Bf’ h:"f]] fzi"‘('fe ‘cltzilshqdbover responsibility for the Bay of Pigs finsco, - For the President to propose that they e¢xll off their § wvasion
¢ icked for the job. ;would be tantamount to an admission that the federal govern nent ia
The Oxford Incident S¥ill Ien's Closed powerless, or most reluctant, to protect American citizens in the

: State of Mississippl. Or pretty much of an sdmission that .he Adé-

fnal . : : . ministration is playin olitics with the civil yights jssue and ‘s
;, ?hlemc)]nxfﬁ ;ieé?ﬁt;csati;zl:l,eand had never been connected in any way with - o oo to keep %’hef’s()ﬁﬂf’m line for Lyndon in November. o
| The President took the Attorncy General's recommendation. He|  Certainly, the dispatch of troops or » big contingent of federal
| phoned the Mississippi Governor, found Dulles was most accepteile,: Marshals to keep law and order in Mississippi is not a soiutian tha
;and that was that, . y any President rushes into, .espccml]y in &n eln:ct‘lon YEAr Wi c‘n.J.?
It is the Administration’s hope that Dulles will be able, at the! civil rights issue appears likely to shift large blocs of vate. every
least, to restore communications between federal law enforeemient: lime serious violence develops.
and state officials. These communications broke down after the Ox- The President undoubtedly realizes that his own stanee, \‘;'hcn
ford, Miss., rioting of September, 1962. And it is worth recaliing  and if ihe question of federal intervention arises in any Southern
that Gov. Johnson, along with former Gov. Ross Barnett, is fighting | state, | nolitical hazard, If he is not as foreeful as Jobn % Ken-
a contemipt conviction obtained by Kennedy’s Justice Departmert in| nedy wur in the Oxford and Birmingham crises, he will e _ccused
& case growing out of the Oxford troubles. ) vl & weak posture for the sake of Southern votes in Neo en;‘b«}‘-.
Dualles’ job is basically limited to observifig the state of law en- ! If hie takes a tough stand, he could be in political Jtrouble al: B
foreement in Mississippi, conferring about the problem with Gov. ! in the South and in Northern states where theve is that hig “buck-
‘Johnson and making recommendations to both the President and the | Jash” vote. - . f St
{overnorl o Jf the 1id can be kept on serious violeace in Mississippi - hrough.

&

Obviously, Bobbj Kennedy was no{ the man Ko thinaceli- baloncipdpk px g m m Zug Gov. J -);ns(jﬂ_,
cats apiemeppiroved For Release0ttio5]za:: CIARORI-J0ISSRVGUS0N0 82 S 2 & ot
.wouldn't go al ,P Ith any Kennedy recommendations about what protully es fmportent ss <he piesent offort Lo cenlain tie- Viet
should be done. To do so would be to commit political suieide. Nan mess.antil oF eleetion, .. : :

ennedy considered Dulles particularly well suited as he had a




